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R Erom The Editor’s Desk
ear Readers,

Now we are coming with the Newsletter for the year 2013, with articles / write-ups in Hindi, Tamil and
Urdu besides English as promised in our previous newsletter. However, itis hoped that we shall be able to interact
frequently (once in three months as a quarterly or asabiannual).

We invite articles that are based on the research with the abstract and references. A team of experts at
NTS-1will selectand edit the articles to publish them in the newsletter.

Looking forward to meet you sooner with more news, more information, and more articles in more than
one language.
| wish the readers the seasons greetings. - Dr.M.Balakumar

Books Released
23" December, 2013

The Centre for Testing and Evaluation (CT&E)
of Central Institute of Indian Languages (CIIL), Mysore
released the Kannada and Urdu version of "An
Introduction to Evaluation Terminology” namely
Moulya Nirdharana Paribhashika and Padapraveshike
in Kannada; Istelahat-e-Taeen-e-Qadr ki Tauzihi Kitab
in Urdu on 23rd December, 2013. The books were
released by Shri. Ashok Thakur, the then Secretary,
Dept. of Higher Education, Ministry of Human
Resource Development, Govt. of India during his visit \ & L. ¥l
to CIIL. —

The Secretary also released the book in Tamil - >r AS“‘)L‘VEE"’I{?;“D?,‘?Q?;?%’..“ﬂﬂﬁ? é?:,eeﬁes books

‘Learning, Teaching and Testing of Sangam Literaure' (Sangam Ilakkiyam Katral, Karpithal matrum Madhippidal)
prepared by NTS-I. The National Translation Mission (NTM) of CIIL also released three books on Translation

Studies. On this occasion, Prof. Awadesh Kumar Mishra (Director, CIIL), Dr. M. N\
Balakumar (Head, CT&E and NTS-I), Dr. L. Ramamoorthy (Head, LDC-IL), Dr. CONTENTS
Sarathchandran Nair (Project Director, NTM) were present. O FROM THE EDITOR'S DESK

. . . O CURRENTACTIVITIES
The books published in Kannada and Urdu contains the conceptual N p———

explanations of nearly 1000 terms of inter-disciplinary nature covering the different * SURVEY & DOCUMENTATION
aspects of Language, Literature, Education, Psychology, Statistics and many other sl ClS
related fields. The Centre for Testing and Evaluation of CIIL extends its gratitude to
those who have directly or indirectly supported the publication of this monumental
work. All the readers are welcome to give comments/suggestions on the books for
making them more relevant and purposeful. These books can be obtained from

Publication Unit of CIIL (Ph.0821-2345040).
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Release of Documentary Films
11" January, 2013

'Seeing is believing' is the adage much valid in
the field of education. Accordingly, in order to drive
home the meaning and use of different concepts
involved in the field of Testing and Evaluation, NTS-1is
engaged in producing documentaries-multimedia |
presentations of different concepts in this field - |
enabling the learners as well as the teachers at all the
levels understand and apply them in their profession. To |4
begin with, six documentaries viz., General Evaluation -
1, Aptitude - 1, Achievement -2, and Proficiency - 2 have ,
been produced.

- —_

Release of Documentary Films -(L to R) Prof. Rajesh Sachdeva,
. Prof. James Pitchai, Prof. Awadesh Kumar Mishra,
The DVD's of the documentaries were released and Dr. M. Balakumar

by Prof. James Pitchai, Vice Chancellor, Bharathiar University, Coimbatore on 11.01.2013, during a function held
at the Conference Hall of CIIL, Mysore. Prof. Awadesh Kumar Mishra, Director, ClIL and Prof. Rajesh Sachdeva,
former Director i/c of CIIL, received the copies of the CDs.

The Vice Chancellor in his address touched upon the issues in the areas of teaching, learning and testing.
He emphasized that the universities should work hard towards fulfilling the societal needs. Also, he appreciated
the work done by CIIL and NTS-1 in this field. Prof. A.K. Mishra in his speech observed that evaluation is an
integral part of education and we should work for the development of acomprehensive assessment system.

Dr. M. Balakumar, Head, NTS-1 welcomed the guests and Dr. V. llangovan, SRP, NTS-I proposed the vote
of thanks. The academics and the staff of NTS-I contributed to the success of the programme.

National Conference on Teaching and Testing of Hindi in Information Era:
Problems and Perspectives
15" & 16" March, 2013

National Testing Service-India (NTS-I) of Central Institute of Indian Languages (CIIL), Manasagangotri,
Mysore organised a two day National Conference on “Teaching and Testing of Hindi in Information Era: Problems
and Perspectives” in collaboration with Kendriya Hindi Sansthan, Agra at the Institute of Life Long Learning
(ILLL), ARC Building, Delhi University, Delhi.

"-- ke T - '3 ¥
oy e -___‘5 *,_‘_
(L to R) Dr. M. Balakumar, Prof. Smriti K. Sarkar,
Prof. Dinesh Singh and Prof. Mohan Prof. AK. Mishra addressing the gathering
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The major objective of organizing this conference was to create more explicit awareness of the growing
importance of Information and Communication Technology (ICT) in teaching and testing of languages with
special reference to Hindi language and literature.

The conference was inaugurated by Prof. Dinesh Singh, Vice Chancellor, University of Delhi. In his
inaugural speech he expressed his happiness over the coming together of different organisations to conduct
progammes on the subjects like teaching, testing and evaluation.

Prof. Awadesh Kumar Mishra, Director, CIIL in his introductory address briefed about the objectives of
ClILand NTS-1and assured that CIIL will serve as a bridge for the like minded organisations of this country such as
CHI, UGC, the NCERT, the Universities and other academic institutions.

He further added that the outcomes of world wide studies have shown that teaching should be related to
testing so that the exact amount of the progress of students may be made known to the teacher because a teacher
should know that which student is making progress in which direction and to what extent.

Prof. Smritikumar Sarkar, Vice Chancellor, Burdwan University in his speech observed that the
institutions are deeply linked with each other and their concerns are the same and hence, they should try to work
collectively. He also appreciated the CIIL and CHI for bringingout reference materials on language testing to the
users atdifferent levels atan affordable cost.

After the inaugural session, the website of NTS-I (Hindi version) was launched by Prof. Dinesh Singh,
Vice Chancellor, University of Delhi, Delhi. Two Hindi books viz.'Conceptual Explanations of Evaluation Terms'
and the 'Glossary of Evaluation Terms' were also released by Prof. Dinesh Singh and Prof. Smritikumar Sarkar.

Renowned scholar and Educationist Prof. H.S. Srivastava, former Dean of Academics, NCERT, New
Delhi, in his special lecture explained the nuances of testing and evaluation and the progress and developments
made in this field in the current scenario. Dr. Biresh
Kumar, RP, NTS-I was the master of ceremony for the
inaugural session.

The second day started with a special lecture by
Prof. K.P.Pandey. former VVC of Mahatma Gandhi Kashi
Vidyapeeth. He spoke on the issues in educational
evaluation. To accommaodate all the papers recurred, two
parallel sessions were conducted in the forenoon and
afternoon. The sessions were chaired by Prof. O.N.
Koul, Former Director i/c of CIIL, Prof. J.C. Sharma,
Former Deputy Director of CIIL, Prof. K.P.Pandey,
Prof. D.A.P. Sharmaof ILLL, Delhi University and Prof.
Thakur Das of CHI.

Prof. Mohan, Director, CHI in his welcome address during the valedictory session expressed his
satisfaction over the successful organization of the programme. He appreciated all the scholars who made it a
success and thanked the Director, CIIL and the Head, NTS-I for organizing the conference at Delhi. He also
thanked Prof. Ramesh Gautam, Director of ILLL, Delhi University for his support and cooperation for the
successful conduct of the programme.

Prof. Kesarilal Verma, Chairman, Commission for Scientific and Technical Terminology (CSTT)
expressed his happiness and appreciated the efforts of CIIL and CHI. He added that the four organizations namely
CIIL, CHI, CSTT and CHD have common objectives to work for the development of all the Indian languages
including Hindi. They all work for national integration through languages.

Dr. M. Balakumar, Head, NTS-I briefed the audience about the objectives and the activities of NTS-1 and
invited the young scholars to make use of the resources available in CIIL and NTS-I. He also thanked the Vice
Chancellor of Delhi University and Prof. Ramesh Gautam, Director of ILLL, Delhi University for providing the
venue and other resources for successful conduct of the programme. He appreciated Prof. Mohan, Director, CHI,
Director CIIL and the NTS-I team for their willing cooperation and support for smooth conduct of the conference.
Dr. Sanjay Prasad Srivastava of NTS-1 compered the valedictory session.

Around 200 academics and research scholars from various universities and research institutes across the
country participated in this programme and about 50 research papers were presented.

Mr. Murali Mohana N. (Officer-Gen.), NTS-I, CIIL, compiled the proceedings of the conference. The
papers presented during the seminar have been compiled, edited and published by CIIL.

(3]

A view of technical session in the Conference at DU, Delhi
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Workshop on Scrutiny of Conceptual Explanations of
GFR terms in Tamil
27" May, 2013

A five day workshop on scrutiny of Conceptual
Explanations of aspects for assessing language and
literature included in the General Frame of Reference
(GFR) commenced on 27th May, 2012 at the National
Testing Service-India (NTS-1) of Central Institute of
Indian Languages (CIIL).

In this workshop, the accuracy and appropriacy of
the technical terms decided, language used in
explanations, consistency in the usage of terminology '
across levels and the overall readability of the
explanations were scrutinized. Besides, the experts provided model question items for testing each of the terms
explained. The General Frame of Reference comprises approximately 700 terms in the areas of Language,
Literature and Personality.

A view of workshop of Conceptual Explanation of Tamil

The experts participated in this programme were Prof. P. Ratnasabapathy (Councellor, TIERA, Chennai).
Prof. K. Anban and Prof. R. Panneerselvam (both formerly of Karnatak University, Dharwad).
Prof. T. Sethupandian (Formerly of Madurai Kamaraj University, Madurai); Prof. Sam Mohan Lal and
Prof. N. Nadaraja Pillai (both formerly of CIIL, Mysore); and Prof. G. Balasubramanian (Dean of Academics,
Dravidian University, Kuppam). Dr. V. llangovan (SRP, NTS-I), Ms. R. Shakunthala, Dr. B. Vijaya Kumar and
Dr. P.T. Kingston (JRPs-Academic, NTS-I) assisted the experts under the supervision of Dr. M. Balakumar, Head,
NTS-1. Prof. Awadesh Kumar Mishra, Director, CIIL provided the overall guidance for the programme.

Students from Malaysia visited to CIIL
21" & 22™ July, 2013

A batch of 20 students studying Linguistics in the
University of Malaya, Kualalampur, Malaysia visited
Central Institute of Indian Languages (CIIL), Mysore on
21st and 22nd July 2013. A team of Professors from
Bharathiar University accompanied them.

The objective of their visit to CIIL was to know and to
gain the first-hand knowledge of academic activities of
CIIL and its schemes in general and in particular, to get
trained in the areas like computational linguistics,
language testing and translation .

Malaysian Students with Head, NTS-I . . .
y Besides the academic sessions by the CIIL faculty, the

students were shown the resources available at the various units of CIIL such as library, language laboratory,
language technology unit and studio. Also, they watched the documentaries on CIIL and folklore produced by
ClIL and the Bhasha Mandakini unit of CIIL respectively. An interactive session with the key functionaries of CIIL
was also arranged. Dr. M. Balakumar, Officer i/c of the NTS-1 and Dr. L. Ramamoorthy, Officer i/c of the LDC-IL
of CIIL made the arrangements for them at CIIL under the guidance of Prof. Awadesh Kumar Mishra, Director of
the CIIL.

Workshop on Examination and Evaluation and Academic Auditing and Quality
Assurance
24" & 25" August and 31* August & 1% September, 2013

National Testing Service-India (NTS-1) of Central Institute of Indian Languages (CIIL), Mysore in
association with Department of Environmental Engineering (EE), Sri Jayachamarajendra College of Engineering
(SJCE), Manasagangotri, Mysore organised a two day workshop on “Examination & Evaluation and Academic
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Auditing and Quality Assurance” in 2 phases on 24th
and 25th August, 2013 (Phase-I) and 31st August and 1st
September, 2013 (Phase-11) and it was held at the board
room of the SJCE.

NTS-1 provided the designing of the course and deputed
resource persons to give lectures on various topics
related to the theme of the workshop. The objective
behind organising the workshop was to provide
orientation to the fresh faculty members of SJICE on the
procedures to be followed in the educational evaluation
so that the faculty of the technical courses can assess the Workshop at SICE

achievement & performance. Atotal of 55 participants comprised of Professors, Associate / Assistant Professors of
the SJCE participated in this programme.

Inthe inaugural session Prof. K.S. Lokesh (Head, Dept. of EE, SICE) briefed about the necessity of the programme
and Dr. V. llangovan (SRP, NTS-I) informed the audience about the objectives and activities of CIIL and NTS-I.
The NTS-I resource persons delivered lectures on various topics of the course in the academic sessions of the
course.

On the day of valediction, Prof. Awadesh Kumar Mishra (Director, CIIL) gave a lecture on “Communication
Skills”. In his lecture he explained the participants how communicative skills can be developed and assessed. He
made a multimedia presentation on testing listening skill and clarified various doubts and queries of the
participants.

The programme was coordinated by Prof. K.S. Lokesh (Head, Dept. of EE, SICE), Dr. V. llangovan (SRP, NTS-I)
designed the course and was the chief resource person of the workshop. The other NTS-I resource persons viz.,
Dr. Biresh Kumar (RP), Dr. P.T.Kingston (JRP), Ms. R. Kavitha, Mr. V. K. Dheerajj and Mr. K.S. Raghavan
(JRPs-Tech.) and Mr. N. Murali Mohana (Officer-General) provided necessary resources to the programme under
the overall guidance of Dr. M. Balakumar (Head, NTS-I).

Special Lectures and Workshop on Scrutiny of Conceptual Explanations of
GFR terms in Urdu
12" November, 2013

National Testing Service-India (NTS-I) of Central Institute of Indian Languages (CIIL) has been
organising series of special lectures by eminent scholars at CIIL, Mysore. One such lecture was held on 12th
November, 2013 at CIIL. Prof. Qazi Afzal Husain (Director, APDUMT, Aligarh Muslim University, Aligarh, U.P.)
delivered a lecture on “Evaluation of Language and Literature with Special Reference to Post Modernism in Urdu”
and Prof. Shamim Hanafi (Professor Emeritus, Jamia Millia Islamiah, New Delhi) delivered a lecture on
“Evaluation of Culture in Urdu Language and Literature”. Prof. Awadesh Kumar Mishra (Director, CIIL) presided
over the lectures.

Around 100 participants comprised of distinguished scholars of Urdu, research scholars of Urdu from the
University of Mysore and the staff of NTS-I, NTM and LDC-IL of ClIL attended. Dr. M. Balakumar (Head, NTS-1)
coordinated the programme.

— Besides this, a five day workshop on scrutiny of

Conceptual Explanations of the aspects for assessing
language and literature included in the General Frame of
-, Q . Reference (GFR) began at the NTS-I on 11th November,
==l 2013. This workshop was to finalise the Urdu version.
The experts participated in this programme were Prof.
-. /| Qazi Jamal Hussian (AMU, Aligarh), Prof. Ali Ahmad
/| Fatmi (University of Allahabad), Prof. Rafathunnisa
Begum, Prof. Safdar Imam Qadri, Prof. Masood Siraj

A view of special lectures of Prof. Qazi Afzal Husain and
Prof. Shamim Hanafi

(5]
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and
Dr.
Dr.
the

Dr. Abdur Rahman (from University of Mysore). The Urdu academics of NTS-I viz., Dr. G.M. Ansari,
Md. Rizwan, Dr. Zubair Shadab Khan and Dr. Md. Saleem Ahmed assisted the experts under the supervision of
M. Balakumar, Head, NTS-I. Prof. Awadesh Kumar Mishra, Director, CIIL provided the overall guidance for
programme.

NATIONAL TESTING SERVICE-INDIA

Language wise list of programmes conducted/held in NTS-1 of CIIL during
1st January 2013 to 31st December, 2013

Hindi

1.

Training cum workshop on item writing in Hindi Language held at Jabalpur, MP from 15th to 19th
January, 2013.

Workshop to check or review the draft version of Conceptual explanation of GFR terms, Language and
Literature in Hindi (Phase-I), from 10th to 14th June-2013, at NTS, Mysore. Experts: Prof. Thippe Swamy,
Prof. V.D. Hegde, Prof. Jagatpal Sharma, Prof. Thankmani Amma, Coordinator: Dr. Biresh Kumar.

Editorial Committee Meeting to Scrutinize Hindi Papers Presented at National Conference (Phase-I), from
6th to 8th June-2013, at NTS, Mysore. Experts: Prof. K.P. Pandey, Prof. J.C. Sharma,
Coordinator: Dr. Sanjay Prasad Srivastava.

Editorial committee meeting to scrutinize Hindi papers presented at National Conference (Phase-11) on
3rd and 4th July 2013 at ILLL, Delhi University, Delhi. Experts: Prof. Mohan, Prof. Ramesh Gautam,
Dr. M. Balakumar, Coordinator: Dr. Sanjay Prasad Srivastava.

Workshop to “Finalize the Conceptual Explanations of GFR terms of Language & Literature parts in
Hindi” (Phase-Il), from 31/07/2013 to 04/08/2013, at NTS, CIIL, Mysore. Experts: Prof. M. Gnanam,
Prof. Padmanabhan Pillai. Coordinator: Dr. Sanjay Prasad Srivastava.

Workshop to “finalize the "Conceptual Explanation of GFR terms" in Hindi, from 19th to 22nd August-
2013, at Central Institute of Hindi, CHI, Mysore. Experts: Prof. M. Gnanam, Prof. |.S. Borkar, Dr. Rajbir
Singh, Dr. Parman Singh. Coordinator: Dr. Biresh Kumar, RP, NTS.

Training cum Workshop on Item Writing and Testing & Evaluation, in Hindi, from 26th to 28th August-
2013, at Sir Syed College, Taliparamba, Kannur, Kerala. Dr. Biresh Kumar, Dr. Md. Rizwan and
Mr. K.S.Raghavan coordinated the programme.

Training cum Workshop on Item Writing and Testing & Evaluation, in Hindi, from 10th to 13th
September-2013, at Govt. High School, Ramanagar, Karnataka. Coordinator: Dr. Sanjay Prasad Srivastava.

Training cum Workshop on Item Writing and Testing & Evaluation, in Hindi from 24th to 27th September-
2013, at CHI, Mysore. Coordinator: Dr. Sanjay Prasad Srivastava.

10. Workshop on improvement of Item writing in Hindi, from 3rd to 5th October-2013, SHEPA, Varanasi,

11.

12.

(Phase-I) and (Phase- I1). Coordinator: Dr. Sanjay Prasad Srivastava.

National Seminar on 'Utility of Hindi in Contemporary Times' on 14th & 15th December-13, at
H.H. Rajah’s College, Pudukkottai, Tamil Nadu. Coordinator: Dr. Sanjay Prasad Srivastava

Workshop on Finalization of Conceptual Explanation terms of GFR-Hindi, Literature from 17th to 21st
December-2013, at NTS-I, CIIL.

Tamil

1.

(6]

The Training cum Workshop on Testing and Evaluation for School teachers, held at Tamizhaga Tamil
Teachers Association, Erode, from 3rd to 5th January, 2013. Coordinator: Mr. Murali Mohana N.

Seminar on Testing & Evaluation held at Hindustan University, Chennai on 22nd & 23rd January, 2013.
Dr. V. llangovan and Dr. B. Vijayakumar were the resource persons from NTS-I.



10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.
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Training cum Workshop on Item Writing held at PSG College of Arts & Science, Coimbatore from 5th to
9th February, 2013. Dr. V. llangovan, Ms. R. Shakunthala and Dr. B. Vijayakumar provided the necessary
training.

Training cum Workshop on Item Writing held at St. Joseph’s College of Education, Udhagamandalam, TN
from 13th to 16th February, 2013. Dr. V. llangovan and Dr. P.T. Kingston represented NTS-I.

Training cum Workshop on Testing and Evaluation held at Government Arts College for women,
Krishnagiri TN on 13th and 14th February, 2013. Mr. Murali Mohana N. represented NTS-I.

Workshop on Restructuring Post Graduate Syllabi of Tamil held at Tamil University, Thanjavur, TN from
18th to 20th February, 2013. Coordinator: Mr. Murali Mohana N.

Training cum workshop on Testing and Evaluation held at Dr. N.G.P. College, Coimbatore from 23rd to
25th March, 2013. Dr. V. llangovan, Mrs. R. Shakunthala, and Mr. Dheerajj represented NTS-I.

A five day workshop on scrutiny of Conceptual Explanations of the aspects for assessing language and
literature included in the General Frame of Reference (GFR) from 27th to 31st May-2013, at NTS-I, CIIL,
Mysore. Prof. P. Ratnasabapathy, Prof. C. Shunmugom, Prof. K. Anban and Prof. R. Panneerselvam,

Prof. T. Sethupandian, Prof. Sam Mohan Lal and Prof. N.Nadaraja Pillai, Prof. G. Balasubramanian were
the experts and Ms. R. Shakunthala, Dr. B. Vijayakumar and Dr. P.T. Kingston coordinated.

Workshop to scrutinize the explanation of terms in GFR, from 12th to 15th June-2013, at NTS, Mysore.
Prof. P. Ratnasabapathy and Prof. Sethupandian were the external experts. Dr. V. llangovan,
Ms. R. Shakunthala and Dr. B. Vijayakumar assisted the experts.

Workshop on Evalution of Tamil PG Syllabus in Tamil (Phase-11), from 22nd to 26th July-2013, at NTS,
CIIL, Mysore Prof. A. Karthikeyan, Prof. P. Ratnasabapathy, Prof. T. Sethupandian, Prof. Sam Mohan Lal
were external experts. Coordinator Dr. M. Balakumar.

Training cum Workshop on Item Writing and Testing & Evaluation in Tamil, from 24th to 26th August
2013 at P.S.G. Krishnammal College of Arts & Science. Dr. V. llangovan, Ms. R. Shakunthala and
Dr. B. Vijayakumar represented NTS-I.

Training cum Workshop on Item Writing and Testing & Evaluation in Tamil, from 27th to 30th August-
2013, at Thiruvalluvar University, Vellore, and Coordinators: Dr. V. llangovan and Dr. P.T. Kingston
represented NTS-I.

Training cum Workshop on Item Writing and Testing & Evaluation in Tamil, from 17th to 21st September-
2013, at Voorhees College, Vellore Dr. llangovan and Dr. Vijay Kumar represented NTS-1.

Training cum Workshop on Test designing & Item writing in Tamil from 17th to 19th October-2013, at
DMI College of Education, Kanchipuram Dr. V. llangovan and Dr. B. Vijayakumar represented NTS-I.

National Seminar on Tamil Language Teaching, Learning and Testing for College level at Kongunadu Arts
& Science College, Coimbatore, on 18th Oct. & 19th Oct., 2013. Coordinator: Mr. Murali Mohana N.

Training Programme on Testing and Evaluation in Tamil from 7th to 9th November-2013, at TNOU
Chennai, Dr. V. llangovan, Ms. R. Shakunthala and Mr. Murali Mohan N. represented NTS-I.

Workshop for Evaluation of Higher Secondary Text Books from 21st to 23rd November-2013, at Madurai
Kamaraj University, Madurai. Dr. Sanjay Prasad represented NTS-I.

Training cum workshop on Test Construction and Item Analysis from 10th to 13th December-2013, at
Tamil University, Thanjavur. Dr. V. llangovan and Dr. B. Vijayakumar provided the necessary resources.

Workshop on Conceptual Explanations in Language & Literature of GFR, from 28th to 31st December-
2013, at NTS, CIIL, Mysore. Dr. Aranga Subbaiah, Prof. Sam Mohan Lal, Dr. N.Nadaraja Pillai,

Prof. T.Parasuraman, Dr. G.Ravisankar, Dr. U.Prabhakaran, Dr. Vetrichelvan were external experts.

Ms. R.Shakunthala and Dr. B.Vijayakumar of NTS-1 coordinated the programme.
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Urdu

1.

10.

The Item Writing Workshop in Urdu Language for School Level held at Z.P. High School, Kazipet, V.Kota,
Chittore (AP), from 08th to 12th January, 2013. Dr. Zubair Shadab Khan and Dr. Md. Saleem Ahmed from
NTS-I coordinated the programme.

National seminar in 3 languages on Trends in Islamic Literature-An Evaluation in Indian Languages held
at Islamiah College, Vaniyambadi, Vellore, TN from 5th to 7th February, 2013, Dr. Biresh Kumar,
Dr. Md. Saleem Ahmed & Dr. Kingston coordinated the programme.

Meeting with the representatives of JMI and NCPUL at JMI, New Delhi, regarding Urdu Conference,
proposed to be held on 17th April 2013 Dr. M. Balakumar, Head, NTS-1 and Dr. Zubair Shadab Khan
attended it.

Training cum Orientation Programme on Testing & Evaluation in Urdu from 3rd to 5th October-2013, at
Chand Welfare Society, Rampur (UP). Dr. Md. Rizwan and Dr. Md. Saleem Ahmed from NTS-I
coordinated the programme.

Orientation cum Training Programme on Testing and Evaluation, in Urdu from 21st to 25th October-2013,
at Fatima Girls College, Dildarnagar, Dist. Ghazipur (U.P). Dr. Zubair Shadab Khan, Dr. Md. Husain Jami
and Dr. Rahmatullah Ashraf coordinated the programme.

Workshop on Testing & Evaluation conducted by NTS-1, RFU located at Dept. of Linguistics, AMU,
Aligarh on 10th & 11th November 2013.

Workshop to check conceptual explanations in Urdu of GFR, from 11th to 15th November-2013, at CIIL,
Mysore. NTS Urdu academic group coordinated the programme.

Special Lectures by Prof. Shamim Hanafi and Prof. Qazi Afzal Hussain on "Evaluation of Culture in Urdu
Language and Literature™ and "Evaluation of Language and Literature with special reference of Post-
Modernism in Urdu” respectively on 12th November at CIIL, Mysore.

Orientation cum training programme on Testing & Evaluation & item writing in Urdu from 19th to 21st
December-2013, at Bundel Khand Women’s Society, Hamirpur, (U.P). Dr. Md. Rizwan and Dr. Md.Saleem
Ahmed from NTS coordinated the programme.

Workshop to check the Uniformity in Conceptual Explanation for the terms GFR (Urdu) Language from
23rd to 27th December-2013, at CIIL, Mysore. NTS Urdu academic group coordinated the programme.

Kannada

1.

Workshop to Finalize the Conceptual Explanation of Evaluation Terms from 15/04/2013 to 29/04/2013.
Experts: Prof. Lakshminarayana, Prof. C.G. \Venkataramana Setty, Prof. K. Yeshodhara, Dr. S. Puttaraju,
and Mr. M. Manjunatha.

The training cum workshop was conducted from 16th to 18th November, 2013 at Dept. of English,
Vijayanagara Sri Krishnadevaraya University (VSKU), Bellary, Karnataka. Dr. Biresh Kumar and
Mr. Murali Mohana N. represented NTS-I.

2 day Orientation Programme on Testing & Evaluation (5th & 6th December 2013) at Apex-Hi-Tech
Institute, Ministry of Labour & Employment, Govt. of India, Tumkur Road, Bangalore-560 022. Dr. Biresh
Kumar and Dr. Md. Saleem Ahmed coordinated the programme.

Maithili

1.

National Seminar on ‘Education through mother tongue — Maithili in Mithila, in a changing society’ held

at Rajendra Mishra College, Saharsa, Bihar on 8th & 9th March, 2013, Dr. Md. Saleem Ahmed from NTS -1
coordinated the programme and Dr. Pawan Chaudhary from NTM, represented the CIIL.

NER

1.

"Training cum Workshop on Item Writing on Testing and Evaluation in Hindi" from 21st to 25th October-
2013, at CHI, Dimapur, Nagaland. Coordinator: Dr. Sanjay Prasad Srivastava.
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2. The Meeting to work out Strategies to include some of the Tribal Language of NER & Other Regions held
(Phase-I to 1V) on 9th and 10th October-2013, at NTS, CIIL, Mysore. Experts: Prof. Panchanan
Mohanthy, Dr. Sangitha Saikia, Dr. Birkhamam Limboo, Dr. Kanowarus Sadat, Dr. Namdol Bhutia,

Ms. Brenda Sailo and Prof. Sam Mohan Lal.

Others

1. Training cum Workshop for designing Achievement Test held at Amity Institute, Saket, New Delhi on 21st
& 22nd March, 2013. Coordinator: Dr. Sanjay Prasad Srivastava.

2. The International Congress on English Grammar held at VIT University, Vellore from 3rd to 5th January,
2013. Dr. V. llangovan and Ms. R. Shakunthala were the resource persons represented NTS-I.

3. Training Programme for SC-ST Teacher Educators held at TIERA, Chennai on 2nd & 3rd and 9th & 10th
March, 2013.

4. Orientation Programme on Research Methodology in Tamil from 7th to 11th October-2013, at IITS,
Chennai, Coordinators: Dr. V. llangovan, Ms. R. Shakunthala and Mr. N. Murali Mohana.

5. National Seminar on Testing and Evaluation from 06th to 08th November-2013, at NKT, National
College, Chennai Coordinators: Ms. Shakunthala.and Mr. Murali Mohana N.

©

PROBLEM - DEFINED & ILLUSTRATED

Whenever you have a goal which is blocked for any reason - lack of resources, lack of information, and so
on - you have a problem. Whatever you do in order to achieve your goal is problem solving. - Kahney (1986)

Glassand Holyoak (1986) see a problem as having four components.
agoal - that is, the solution you want
objects - thing you can use to reach the goal
operations - permitted actions to reach the goal

constraints - things you are forbidden from doing
For example, in the case of the following simple statistical problem, these components are shown in
square brackets.
Without using a calculator [constraint] calculate [operation] the probability of getting more than 75 heads
whenacoinistossed 100 times [goal]. You may consult statistical tables [object] P.236, 237

- Richard Freeman & Roger Lewis (1998)

Writing Systems / Script / Orthography ? ? ?
1. awriting system: amethod of writing such as the alphabet
2. ascript: aform of writing (eg. Arabic script, Greek script)

3. anorthography: the writing conventions of a particular language - John Field (2002)

LANGUAGE DISORDERS

Stuttering varies considerably between sufferers. It may involve the repetition of phonemic segments, syllables
or words (c-c-computer; com-com computer; got a - got a - got a brother). These features occur in the speech of
any hesitant speaker, but are generally more frequent with a stutterer.

Dyslexia varies enormously between individuals.

(a) Phonological dyslexics appear to experience problems... whichresultindelay or deviance in their reading.

(b) Surface Dyslexics experience problem ... especially with spelling which permit of two interpretations
(eg. PINT/MINT) to which they attach a default interpretation, and with homophones suchas SAIL/SALE.

-JohnField (2002)

o
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Doctoral and Post Doctoral Fellowships

® To promote advanced studies in the multidisciplinary area of testing and evaluation ® To extend financial support and to create a band
of specialized manpower in every discipline, and in every region of the country to meet the shortage of trained manpower ® To evolve a
system of eclectic intelligentsia by pooling together the potentials available across the disciplines.

.~ Current Activities

Fellowship Details for the period from January, 2013 to December, 2013

during the year 2013 towards 30 Doctoral Fellowships and 03 Post Doctoral Fellowships. The following
scholars submitted their theses during the year (January to December) 2013.

NTS-India extended financial support to promote advanced studies in every discipline for doctoral and
postdoctoral scholars enrolled in different universities of the country. A sum of Rs. 25,77,000/- was released

©

SI. | Name of the Candidate University where the Topic of the Research
No. Scholar did his Research
1. | Dr. Ram Ratan Prasad Jawaharlal Nehru Unversity, | Aadiwasi Lok Geeton ka Samajik -Sanskrutik
New Delhi Adhyayan
2. | Mr. M. Jagadesh University of Madras, Development and validation of critical
Chennai thinking tests among high school students
3. | Mr. K. Rajkumar Bharathiar University, Testing and evaluating of Language skills
Coimbatore
4. | Ms. Musarrat Jahan Patna University, Patna Qurratul Ain Hyder ki Afsane Nigrari-Ek
Tanquidi Motalea
5. | Ms. Shaheen Sultana Patna University, Patna Bihar mein Urdu afsane ka Osloobiyati
Motalea
6. | Ms. P. Anitha Presidency College, Chennai | Learning and teaching methodology of
Didactic literature
7. | Mr. K. Kamaraj Bharathiar Unviersity, Palankudi manavarkalukkana Tamil
Coimbatore molippada nul oru matippittu ayvu
(An evaluation of Tamil text book for tribal
children)
8. | Mr. M. Manikandan Algappa University, Kalamthorum Tamilar Esai
Karaikudi
9. | Mr. M. Sankar Gandhigram Rural Comparison of yeast strains for ethanol
University, Gandhigram production from cheese whey
10. | Ms. J. Chandrika University of Madras, U.ve.ca.vin prapanta patippukal: patippu
Chennai heriym payirruvittal muraimayam
11. | Ms. Husna Anjum Ranchi University, Ranchi UrduTanZo-Mazah Nigari ke Irtaga mein
Munawar Rana ki Khidmat
12. | Ms. Radhika Bharathiar Unversity, Evaluating the employability skills among
Coimbatore the students of engineering college in
Coimbatore
S&D

Survey & Documentation Unit has added 9920 items of different types on different content areas to the
Question Bank that is being developed for the purpose of instant question paper construction.

Category Hindi Tamil Urdu
Language 2111 716 1702
Literature 1961 2806 584
Others 36 4 0
Total 4108 3526 2286
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Information Processing
[eg. When somebody asks you the way to the Railway Station]

Identify the words in the question

‘

Organise the words into a syntactic pattern
Turn the question into a proposition (an abstract idea)

Search your memory for information.

4

Retrieve the information.

4

Turn the information into words.

\

Source: John Field (2002) Utter the words.
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ASSESSMENT AND EVALUATION

Awadesh Kumar Mishra
Director, Central Institute of Indian Languages

Assessment is a continuous and interactive process that measures the achievement of the learner, the
quality of the learning experience and the course. This naturally means that assessment and learning are
inextricably linked; they are not separate processes. As such, assessment can be seen as the act of gathering
information on aregular basis in order to understand individual student’s learning and needs.

Evaluation is the culminating act of interpreting the information gathered for the purpose of making
decisions or judgements about student’s learning and needs. The main purposes of assessment and evaluation are to
guide and improve learning and instruction. Effectively planned assessment and evaluation can promote learning,
build confidence, and develop students’ understanding of themselves as learners.

Assessment Evaluation
Formative: Ongoing to improve learning Summative: Final to gauge quality
Process-Oriented: How learning is going Product-Oriented: What’s been learned
Reflective: Internally defined criteria/goals Prescriptive: Externally imposed standards
Diagnostic: Identify areas for improvement Judgmental: Arrive at an overall grade/score
Flexible: Adjust as problems are clarified Fixed: To reward success, punish failure
Absolute: Strive for ideal outcomes Comparative: Divide better from worse
Cooperative: Learn from each other Competitive: Beat each other out

Table: Comparison between assessment and evaluation (adapted from Apple & Krumsieg, 1998)

Assessment is classroom research to provide useful feedback for the improvement of teaching and
learning. Assessment is feedback from the student to the teacher/instructor about the student’s learning.

Evaluation uses methods and measures to judge student learning and understanding of the material for
purposes of grading and reporting. Evaluation is feedback from the teacher/instructor to the student about the
student’s learning.

The following figure suggests that what is assessed (how the students are learning, what is their learning
experience, etc.), how the information gathered through the assessment process is interpreted (norm-referenced or
criterion-referenced), which format or design of assessment is being used, and who conducts the assessment and
who uses the results/information are all dependent on the why (purpose) of the assessment.

The WH-paradigm of assessment

WHAT (skills or
knowledge)

WHEN HOW (criterion-

(continuous) t referenced)
WHICH FORMAT \ / WHO

(integrative/subjective) \ ’ (teacher)

WHY _
(formative) » Summative

Administrator’s , \ Discret
point/objective / \ iscrete-
Norm-referenced End-of-term

Use of skills/application
of knowledge

(Adapted from Cajkler and Addleman, 2000)
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Assessment leads to devising different ways of evaluation and examination to gauge the actual level of learning and
thereby devise further ways and modes of effective learning. Evaluation, therefore, forms just a part of assessment
inthat itis concerned chiefly with the actual level of attainment. It does not take into account the process of learning
and the process of improvement, as does the assessment. In other words, assessment is concerned not only with the
learning outcome of the students; it is also concerned with the learning experiences of the students. More
importantly, assessment provides feedback to the learners, teachers and the parents, which examination/test and
evaluation can’t do. Assessment can be done both formally and by administering tests and examinations at certain
intervals and informally by adopting various alternative means such as observations, folders and portfolios.
Examinations are summative assessment in the form of tests at regular intervals at the end of a quarter, semester, or
year. They are most often used for assessing students’ knowledge of content; but they may be used to assess
processes, and skills. However, in each case it must indicate students’ achievement.

In the context of language teaching and learning , ‘assessment’ refers to the act of collecting information
and making judgements about learner’s knowledge of a language and ability to use it (Schmitt, 2002). As language
is a central feature of the learning process in every area of the curriculum, the assessment of the child's language
development and her learning through language can be monitored not just in Mother Tongue /L1 or L2 but in many
other learning activities. In this way, assessment in Mother Tongue /L1 or L2 contributes to, and is a factor of,
assessment in the other curriculum areas and helps provide a holistic view of the child's development. One can view
the relation between assessment and learning from the following angles:

Assessment ‘in’ learning

It places 'the question' at the centre of teaching and learning. Its intent is to deflect the focus of teaching
from the ‘correct answer' to a focus on 'a fertile question'. When working through the processes of inquiry learning,
students engage in processes that generate feedback from multiple sources and activities about their learning. It
contributes to the construction of other learning activities, lines of enquiry and the generation of other questions.
During the questioning process, students are at the centre of learning. The student monitors, assesses and reflects on
learning. The student initiates the demonstration of learning (to self and others). The teacher acts as a coach and a
mentor.

Teachers and students need to understand the purpose of each assessment strategy so that the overall
assessment 'package’ being used by learners and teachers accurately captures, generates and uses meaningful
learning information to generate deep learning and understanding.

Assessment ‘for’ learning

It is done to provide information on student’s knowledge, skills and behaviours to inform the next stage of
learning. It is multi-dimensional, formative, authentic, flexible, context embedded and
integrated into the curriculum. q )

Patrons

Assessment ‘as’ learning Shri. ASHOK THAKUR

Secretary, Hr.Edn., MHRD, GOI

It is done to provide feedback and opportunities for student’s reflection and/or Shri. ANANT KUMAR SINGH

self-assessment to support future learning. o e o

Assessment ‘of” learning BT MR Ee)

It is done to provide information about what students have learntin relation to the | . avapeact comaR MisHRA

standards. It is one dimensional, summative, inauthentic, inflexible, context independent | Director, CIL )

and apart from the curriculum, but it drives the teaching (‘teaching for the test’). s \

NOTE: Dr. M.BEAde,t:IZUMAR
As already announced, this Newsletter has a few pages printed in Hindi, Tamil and s e
Urdu. These pages carry articles / papers by experts in the field of Language / Literature / recistant Edifore
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